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Dear brethren,
the Fifth Commandment is: You shall not murder! As God's command, this reflects His will for
us as His servants, that our dealings with other people reflect His own goodness and His love,
for them as well as for us. Murder is but the most extreme expression of that not happening.
Ultimately, what the commandment teaches us is to love your neighbour as yourself.  

What that means more specifically, the holy Apostle spells out with his admonishments for
the life  of Christians  together in  Church:  As God's  chosen ones,  holy and beloved,  put  on
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and,
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so
also you.          Colossians 3:12-13

When we use the word patience, we usually think of being or endowed  with ability to wait for
things for a long time. The Greek word the Apostle uses, though, means to endure provocation
or discomfort (which could include the absence of that for which one longs) without becoming
discouraged or resentful; whereas patience literally is the Latin word for suffering.

So when the Apostle admonishes Christians to adopt (or put on) patience in our dealings with
each, he is not merely referring to allowing things to take their time, and giving those who have
done me wrong,  or  are wrong,  time to  come around;  he is  referring  to the willingness  and
readiness to actually endure evil and injustice from others.

It is the same attitude he commands, when he writes to the litigious Corinthians, eager not to
give up on any of their rights for the sake of love: Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why
do you not rather let yourselves be cheated?                 I Corinthians 6:7

It is better to suffer wrong than to do wrong oneself by insisting on your right, even to the
point of setting Christian love aside, or harbouring hatred against others; it is better to suffer
evil than to become evil!

The patience the Apostle urges comes with the knowledge of the love of Christ; as the Lord
has forgiven you, so also you. It is forgiving in advance, so to speak, before the wrongdoer has
come around to apologising for his wrongdoing, or perhaps even realised his wrongdoing, and
even without the certainty that he ever will.  

If you know the love of Christ, you will rejoice that the Lord did not and does not withhold
His forgiveness from you until you have specifically sought His forgiveness for each and every
sin of yours. He suffered for your sins long before you acknowledged any of them. He forgives
you sins of which you are not aware, and might never be aware in this life. And whatever wrong
is done to you is nothing compared to the wrong you have done to Him, and do, with your sin;
just as any wrong done to you is nothing compared to the glory that awaits you, on account of
His love. 

And as we grow in knowing the love of Christ, we also grow in understanding that we can lose
nothing by allowing His love to prevail - always.           

     Sincerely
   Jais H. Tinglund



Services of penitence and prayer at Grace on Friday nights at 7 pm. in response to political
and  cultural  chaos  and  oppression  and  other  currethreats  to  the  peace  of  the  world,  the
freedom of the Church of Christ, and the general well-being of human beings everywhere.
LWML Zone Fall Rally at Saint Paul Lutheran Church in Thermopolis on Saturday, September
24, beginning at 9:30 am. 
Sing-along at the Parsonage, hopefully outside, on Saturday, September 24, beginning at 5 pm.
Hamburgers  and  hot  dogs  with  basic  condiments,  chips,  and  soft  drinks  will  be  provided,
sponsored by Thrivent.  Anything  else  you  think  should  be  available,  you  should  bring  along
yourself.
Let's do the time warp again: Sunday, October 2, our Sunday worship times will switch over,
so that Sunday worship at Grace will be at 8 am. and at Zion at 10:30 am.
LWML Sunday at Grace on Sunday, October 2, with breakfast during Bible Study
Pastor Tinglund shall be gone for a District Pastors' Conference Monday, October 3, through
Wednesday, October 5. Messages can be left at 605-228-9216.
Remembering those passed on: On the Feast for All Saints on Sunday, November 6, we shall
remember before God by name those who have passed on in the year gone by.  If there is
someone whom you would like to have included in this remembrance,  please make sure that
Pastor Tinglund is aware by Friday, November 4.
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 6, at 2 am. Members are encouraged to
make sure their chronological devices are set back so as not to have to sit around in Church for
a whole hour waiting for everybody else to show up.

Just so we do not forget 
What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution
from the Pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are
forgiven before God in heaven.                 
What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the
Lord's Prayer; but before the Pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel
in our hearts.            Of the Small Catechism

75 years of Grace in Greybull
Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, August 19, 2023
This is our faith

- from the Lutheran Confessions
And it is especially an excellent and noble virtue for one always to explain advantageously and
put the best construction upon all he may hear of his neighbour (if it be not notoriously evil), or
at any rate to condone it over and against the poisonous tongues that are busy wherever they
can pry out and discover something to blame in a neighbour, and then explain and pervert it in
the worst way; as is done now especially with the precious Word of God and its preachers.

    Of the Large Catechism
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