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Dear brethren,
the Fifth Commandment is:  You shall not murder! Of this Commandment our Lord Jesus says:
You have heard that it was said to those of old:‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will
be liable to judgement.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be
liable to judgement.           Matthew 5:21-22

This He says because having hatred in our heart, or even anger, is the beginning of murder.
Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, writes the holy Apostle John, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him.                                         I John 3:15

Anger and hatred in our hearts will make us to hurt others by what we do and say to them,
and make their lives unpleasant, which is murder, only, on a smaller scale. And hatred is foreign
to the faith by which the eternal life of God dwells in His Christians; for faith itself is by its
very nature love, namely the love of God alive and at work in us.

And only when we have lost sight of the love of God can our anger be more important to us
than the love of God, and His Word and will. Whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and
walks in the darkness,  the Apostle also writes, and does not know where he is going, because
the darkness has blinded his eyes.                  I John 2:11

In its nature, hatred is blindness to the love of God and what His love has done for us, for
our salvation. It is also blindness to the love we owe it to Him to show in love toward others, in
obedience to His Word and will, in love toward others. By this we know love, as the Apostle also
writes it,  that He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren.         I John 3:16

Blinded to the love of God, we become blind, also, to the humanness of those we hate. We no
longer see them as human beings, but only as objects of our hatred; we no longer see that there
is more to them than the wrong they did to us, or that which we think they might have done.
Hatred does this to us, because it is blindness to the love of God; knowing His love makes us to
see others differently: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of Him.                   I John 5:1

When I know myself to be a poor and miserable sinner for whose salvation the Son of God
chose to suffer as He did, how can I not come to see others, also, as those for whom He
suffered? Well, sin will make me not to. But the new life that is born in us  overcomes sin; the
love of God at work in us will not allow us to live comfortably in evil and ungodliness, and so it
will  not  allow  us,  either,  to  live  comfortably  in  the  evil  and  ungodliness  of  harbouring  and
nurturing hatred in our hearts and minds. The love of God, which shines upon us in His Word of
love, will call us and draw out of the darkness and back into His light – unless we close our
hearts to His Word and will no longer hear it and take it to heart, but choose to be lost to His
love, and be His no longer.      Sincerely

  Jais H. Tinglund



Services of penitence and prayer at Grace Friday nights at 7 pm. in response to political and
cultural  chaos at home and abroad,  war,  and other threats to the peace of the world,  the
freedom of the Church of Christ, and the general well-being of human beings everywhere.
Advent Dinners at Grace on Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7, and 14, at 6 pm.,
sponsored by Thrivent.
November 30: Tacos
December 7: Spaghetti with meat sauce
December 14: Pork Loin and mashed potatoes
December 21: Carry-in
Advent Midweek Worship at Grace on Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7, and 14, at
7 pm. Under the theme  Samson - Not the Same Son we shall meditate upon how the life of
Samson prefigures the work of our Lord Jesus for our salvation.
Joint Council Meeting at Grace on Wednesday, November 30, after Advent worship.
LWML Christmas Party Saturday, December 3, at 1 pm. at Lisa's.
No Penitence and Prayer worship on Friday, December 9, as Pastor Tinglund shall be otherwise
preoccupied. 
Seasonal Singalong at the Parsonage Saturday, December 10, at 5 pm. Bring part of your dinner,
and part of everybody else's.
A different Worship Service: The members of the  congregations  are  invited to join  the
Pastors  of  the  Yellowstone  Circuit  for  a  special  communion  worship  service  on  Tuesday,
December 13, at 10 am. The service will follow a festive order of worship based on the ancient
liturgy of the Egyptian Coptic Orthodox Church.
Pastor Tinglund shall be unavailable, although technically not gone, most of Tuesday, December
13, for a Circuit Pastors' meeting. Messages can be left at cell phone 605-228-9216.
Lessons and Carols Worship at Grace Wednesday, December 21, at 7 pm. A worship journey
through the history of Man in Word and music.
Christmas Eve worship at Grace at 4 pm.
Christmas Eve worship at Zion at 6 pm.
Christmas Day/Sunday worship at Grace at 8 am.
Christmas Day/Sunday worship at Zion at 10:30 am.
New Year's Eve Dinner at Grace at 6 pm., sponsored by Thrivent, with salmon and fish fillets.
New Year's Eve Worship at Grace at 7 pm. After worship we shall gather toast the new year. 
Sunday, January 1, The Feast for the Circumcision of Our Lord: Communion Worship at Grace
at 8 am., and at Zion at 10:30 am.
Epiphany Soup Dinner at Grace on Wednesday, January 4, at 6 pm.
Epiphany Worship at Grace on Wednesday, January 4, at 7 pm.

This is our faith - from the Lutheran Confessions
When someone does not seek or desire the Sacrament at least four times a year, it is to be
feared that he despises the Sacrament and is not a Christian, just as a person is not a Christian
who does not believe or hear the Gospel.                         Of the Preface to the Small Catechism
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