
Advent Services 2022: Samson – Not the Same Son
I. Oddly Armed

Judges 15:1-6, 9-17

Samson had been wronged, and was out for revenge, and very much so, no holds
barred whatsoever. And so he went and burned the fields of the Philistines as well
as their vineyards and olive groves, and then he set a trap for them and killed a
thousand of them; a somewhat severe response, one would think, even though he
had indeed been wronged. 

For it was not really that all Philistines had wronged Samson, rather, his father-
in-law had, and his  companion, that is: the man who had stood by at his wedding.
But then,  his father-in-law was a  Philistine,  and so was this  companion,  so why
should Samson not pour out his wrath and revenge upon any and all Philistines he
would come upon? 

Now,  that way of thinking  used to be obviously  absurd to most people;  that
innocent  people  should  be  punished  for  the  wrongdoings  of  others.  To  decent
people it still is, and must be. It was the way of thinking that used to drive racist
lynch mobs in the South; if a black person has done wrong against one of ours, or
just  might have,  we  will  torture  and  kill  one  of  theirs,  any  one,  even  if  that
particular one is entirely innocent, and a decent person.

In recent years a similar way of thinking has become common again, that people,
even children in school, should not be seen as individual human beings, rather, they
should be identified with a group of people with which they have something in
common,  such  as  sex  or  ethnicity,  and  be  either  given  privileges  or  punished
according  to  whether the  group they  represent  is  deemed to  be  good or  evil,
oppressed or oppressors. Some seriously argue that there is no need to investigate
facts or evidence when a claim of wrongdoing is made, rather, punishment should
be  exacted  summarily  according  to  which  groups  each  of  the  parties  involved
belong, whether one is black and the other is white or a law enforcement officer,
or one is male and the other female, or whatever. That innocent people will be made
to suffer by that system is no injustice, it is argued somebody somehow similar to
the innocent did wrong in the past, and got away with it, and it is time for equity.

Again,  to all  decent people a such attitude cannot but appear to be not only
unreasonable and irrational, but also obviously evil; to all decent people, and not to
Christians only. 
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It  must,  because  it  is  contrary  to  natural  law,  that  is:  to  common  sense  and
decency, as well as to the explicit Word of God in Holy Scripture.

The holy  Apostle  John describes it  well,  this  blindness to  the humanness of
others; of course he does: his words are from God! He who hates his brother is in
darkness,  he writes, and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going,
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Hatred makes us blind, both to the humanness of others, and to right and rhyme
and reason; as it made Samson to see himself justified in inflicting whatever harm
he wished upon any and all Philistines he would come upon, in retaliation for the
wrong  done  by  some  of  them:  This  time  I  shall  be  blameless  regarding  the
Philistines if I harm them! For hatred makes us blind to the goodness of God, also,
when we think that we are entitled to hate and hurt and harm those who did us
wrong. 

Our Lord Jesus teaches us differently:  Love your enemies, He says, and  bless
those who curse you,  do good to those who hate you,  and pray for those who
spitefully  use you  and persecute  you,  that  you may be sons  of  your Father in
Heaven; for He makes His sun to rise on the evil as well as on the good, and sends
rain upon both the just and the unjust.

And not only with what He has said has our Lord Jesus taught us differently, but
also with what He has actually done: Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that you should follow in His steps, as He has had His holy Apostle Peter write it:
He committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth; when He was reviled, He
did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued
entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.

All kinds of evil He bore; in fact, He bore all evil, the sin of all sinners, having
had Himself baptised into us sinners, the Son of God in whom there is no sin, no
evil, no impurity, and taken upon Himself the sin of all sinners to bear it for us, and
His own judgement against it.  And this He did for love of His enemies, for us
sinners, who do so much evil against Him as we cannot even begin to sense, with the
evil and impurity and ungodliness that is in our lives, and in our hearts and minds.
All that He suffered He suffered in our stead and on our behalf, for our salvation.
And suffering what He suffered, He paid the price and penalty for the sin of all
sinners so as to make us to stand free from sin and guilt and debt before His
judgement, so that we shall not perish for ever in His wrath, but rather live and be
with Him in the fullness of His goodness and His glory. 
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As He has also had His holy Apostle Paul write it: Him who know of no sin God made
to be sin for us that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Indeed, the mind of our Lord Jesus could hardly be more different from what
we hear about Samson tonight, his wrath and revenge, beyond all rhyme and reason.

Samson, of course, was not the only one wronged when his father-in-law gave his
wife to another man. God Himself was wronged, also; for it is sin against God when
those who are married are given to somebody else,  as much as when they give
themselves to somebody else. Nor were the Philistines Samson's enemies only, they
were enemies of God, worshippers of false gods, and enemies of His people. And
God judges His enemies. He is good, and holy, that is: whole and complete in His
goodness; He hates evil, and will make sure that all evil be duly punished, all that
goes against His goodness.

Holy  Scripture  refers  to  Samson  as  one  of  the  judges of  Israel.  And  as
unreasonably  extreme  as  his  revenge  was  upon  the  ungodly  Philistines,  it  was,
nevertheless, the judgement of God Samson executed upon them; as all suffering
that falls upon sinners in this life is, in one way or another, the judgement of God
against sin.

Yes, God does execute His judgement already in this life, although only initially
so, in anticipation of the day when the Son shall come to judge the living and the
dead and end all evil and make all things well for ever; until then, some sin will be
left unpunished, some scores unsettled. Nevertheless, all evil shall be dealt with
and done away with, all that goes against the goodness of God, and all His enemies
shall perish and suffer for ever in His judgement.

His revenge will be a righteous one, though, unlike that of Samson, the rightful
retaliation for the immense evil that sin is. And God is not evil in His wrath against
the wrong done to Him, rather, it is the hatred of His holy goodness against evil
that demands for all  evil  to be dealt with and done away with, as all  right and
justice demands that it  be.  Moreover,  He who shall  come to judge sinners has
Himself borne all sin for all sinners, in our stead and on our behalf, and His own
judgement against it, for love of us, for our salvation. So good is God. 

As unlike as the Son of God is to Samson, though, they nevertheless do have
something in common. 

Samson swung a strange weapon against his enemies, and a somewhat awkward
one, the jawbone of an ass.  Well perhaps it was not so awkward after all.  The
jawbone of an ass is shaped somewhat similarly to the stock of an old musket.
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And some Indians actually imitated that shape when they made clubs, after they
had seen how effective the curve on a musket stock could be in dealing a severe a
blow to a human skull.  So there is that.  Still,  the jaw bone of an ass seems a
somewhat strange choice of weaponry.

Our  Lord  Jesus  employs  a  rather  strange  weapon  against  His  enemies,  also,
namely His Word, and against all evil; as we heard it earlier that He had His holy
Prophet Isaiah write it: He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and
with the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked. Well, it is by His Word He
does all that He does.

Even more surprising is it that the Word with which He judges and destroys His
enemies is His Word of love; but it is. As He has said it:  He who rejects me and
does not receive my words, has his judge; the Word I have spoken will judge him in
the last day.  The Word of His salvation is it that will condemn those who would
have nothing of it,  when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven with His
mighty angels in flaming fire, as the holy Apostle Paul writes it, to take vengeance
upon those who do not know God and upon those who do not obey the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ.  

But His will and wish is to save; and with the very same Word, for the time being,
He seeks to save, and saves all who can and will be saved. As He has had His holy
Apostle Paul write it: It pleased God through the foolishness of preaching to save
those who believe. 

With the preaching of His Word He conquers His enemies, not to destroy, but
rather to restore, to rescue them from His own wrath and revenge. By the folly of
preaching it pleases Him to save those who believe, using not the jawbone of an
ass, but that of a Pastor; and no,  you do not have to say it!

An odd weapon indeed, a Word, spoken so often in so much weakness, with so
little eloquence, is His power of salvation; but it is His Word,  living and powerful
and sharper than any two-edged sword,  as the Letter to the Hebrews writes it,
and pierces even to the division of soul and spirit and of joints and marrow, and
discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

With His Word He condemns sin in us. But He also sets His love before us, and
more than that, so much more, He shines His love into the hearts of His enemies
and makes us to be His enemies no more, but to begin to love Him, and seek our
salvation in Him, and own His salvation, in full and for real.  

Blessed is He that comes, in the name of the Lord. Amen.
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