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Let us not only be Thankful for Thanksgiving, but actually Give Thanks!

Thanksgiving has been around for quite a while,  although the exact timing of it has
moved around a bit. In the old word it was common for kings to declare days of national
thanksgiving to encourage the people to give thanks to God for some particularly joyful
event; this reflected the common understanding of a culture influenced by the Christian
faith, that all things good are from God, and that “for all this it is my duty to thank and
praise, serve and obey Him”, as the Small Catechism teaches it.

For the Church of Christ,  of course,  every worship service is an occasion to give
thanks to God for His goodness; and in the life of a Christian, every day is an occasion to
“thank and praise, serve and obey Him”. Nevertheless, a particular date being set aside
as a Day of Thanksgiving represents a reminder and occasion for Christians to consider
anew the goodness of God, and which particular gifts of God the individual Christian
might have for which to be thankful and give thanks to God - other than His salvation in
Christ, for which all Christians, again, always must and will give Him thanks! 

Most commonly, in the culture of our day and age, Thanksgiving Day is not seen by
many as an occasion to give thanks to God. To most, it is mostly defined by the meal to
be devoured on Turkey Day, and perhaps some family traditions surrounding the meal;
even  to  many  of  those  who  wish  to  take  Thanksgiving  a  bit  more  seriously,  actual
thanksgiving to God is replaced by meditations about thankfulness, how and why it is
good to be thankful, and how to make oneself to be that.

This is not surprising, considering how God is mostly left out of consideration in the
culture of our day and age; even much contemporary “spirituality” is much less concerned
with God Himself and His goodness than with how I myself feel  about God and His
goodness and His gifts!

We owe God better, though; He has shown us the greatest goodness of all.  The Son
of God has given Himself for us, and gives Himself to us, for our salvation. For that more
than anything is it “my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him”. And in worship and
thanksgiving  to  God  for  His  salvation  He  Himself  works  in  His  Christians  the
thankfulness that is pleasing to Him. As He has had His holy Apostle Paul write it:  “Be
thankful.  Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wisdom,  teaching  and
admonishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  with
thankfulness in your hearts to the Lord.” So let us by all means give thanks to God this
Thanksgiving, and at all times. 
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