
Advent Services 2022: Samson – Not the Same Son
II. Gates Broken and Borne

Judges 16:1-3

Clearly, Samson was no angel; well, not in the sense in which we usually use the word
angel, when we say that somebody is one, or is not. Nor was Samson a saint in the
sense in which we usually use the word saint when we say that somebody is one, or
is not. As we hear it tonight:  Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and
went in to her. Not a very angelic thing to do, really, or saint-ish. It is also, once
again, hard not to notice just how unalike to our Lord Jesus Samson was; and yet,
they are things they have in common, which might not immediately appear to us.

They were both born for holiness. Samson's mother were without child in her old
age;  and an angel  of the Lord appeared to her and told her:  Behold,  you shall
conceive and bear a son! If this sounds familiar, it is because it is an echo of the
words with which God later had His Prophet Isaiah predict the birth of our Lord
Jesus: Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son . 

And the angel commanded Samson's mother that the child to be born was to be
holy; never should a razor come near his head, nor should he ever enjoy any wine or
strong drink, or come anywhere near anything unclean. Well, we hear tonight of how
well Samson actually measured up to the holiness for which he was born:  Samson
went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her.

Our Lord Jesus is the Son of God, God Himself from eternity, and the Holy One
of God, in whom there never was, nor is, any sin, any evil, any impurity. And thus He
lived, also, while He was visibly in this world, in full and complete devotion to God,
full and complete love for Him, full and complete obedience and observance of His
Word and will. The contrast between Samson and the Son of God could hardly be
more glaring.

And yet, an angel Samson actually was, in the strictest sense of that word; our
English word  angel is derived from a Greek word that refers to a  messenger,
someone who proclaims and announces something. And Samson does proclaim and
announce the salvation of sinners in Christ. Not that Samson ever actually spoke of
the Son of God as the Saviour God would send, not that we know of; but to us who
live  now  that  it  has  been  brought  to  completion,  Samson's  life  and  doings  do
proclaim our salvation in Christ. They do that in the sense that they are imageries
and illustrations of our salvation, and of our Saviour.
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Or, as theologians say it, Samson is a type of Christ, or a tupos, as theologians will
call  it when they want to demonstrate just how smart they are by using Greek
words. 

The Old Testament is  full  of such  types,  or  imageries  of Christ,  persons  or
events or phenomena or ordinances of God that point to that which was to come
with the coming of the Christ, either by their similarities to our Lord Jesus and
what  He  would  do,  or  by  being  antitypes,  as  it  is  called,  and  emphasising  the
significance of our Lord Jesus by being strikingly different from Him.

Now, obviously, Samson is mostly an antitype of our Lord Jesus, although he is
not only that. What strikes us the most, as we read about Samson, again, is how
different he was from our Lord Jesus in his attitude and actions; as when we hear
it tonight that Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her.

Now, Gaza was the capital city of the Philistines, and they were Samson's sworn
enemies. It is hard not to wonder why Samson would associate with them as much
as he did, when he was not busy burning their fields or fighting with them and
killing  them.  And  when  the  Philistines  learned  that  Samson  was  in  town,  they
resolved to kill  him.  They were quiet all  night,  as we hear it, and said: “In the
morning, when it is daylight, we will kill him.” Now, somebody could argue that if
they actually said that, or said anything else,  they were not quiet all night, and
that would  be absolutely  correct,  technically  speaking;  if  anybody would  argue,
though,  that  this  means  that  Holy  Scripture  contradicts  itself,  and  therefore
nothing that it says can be taken on faith, that would be incredibly stupid, and
display a complete lack of understanding as to how language works in general, and
Hebrew language and thinking in particular; be that is it may.

The Philistines  surrounded the place, as we hear it, and lay in wait for him all
night at the gate of the city.  At some point Samson would have to come to the
gate if he wanted to get out.

In the ancient world, city gates were paramount to the defence of the city; if its
gates were broken, the city would be defenceless against intruders. As such, Holy
Scripture often refers to  the gates of the city as a symbol of its strength and
power and glory; and contrariwise, broken gates are symbols of destruction and
devastation.

The Philistines  got to wait for a while though. For as we hear it, Samson lay low
until midnight, in no hurry to confront them. 
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Then he arose at midnight, as we hear it, and took hold of the doors of the gate of
the city and the two gateposts, pulled them up, bar and all, and put them upon his
shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron. 

What  an  impressive  performance  of  strength!  Not  only  did  Samson  bear  a
horrifying heavy burden over a distance of about 40 miles; he had also utterly
humiliated the Philistines, left their capital devastated and defenceless, and placed
the emblem of its  strength far into Israelite territory,  on the hill  overlooking
Hebron, visible from afar, at least symbolically so, from Mamre, where Abraham
had resided, the father of Israel, and from Makpela, where he was buried, and
from Hebron, the city where David would later be anointed king, and the Kingdom
have its beginnings, which shall have no end.

As we see it before us with our inner eyes, Samson carrying the gates of the
city of his enemies, how can we not also see before our inner eyes our Lord Jesus
carrying His cross? Well, again, the contrast is striking.

When His enemies knew that He was in Jerusalem, in the holy city of God, His
enemies plotted, as did the Philistines when they learned that Samson was in the
capital of their evil and idolatrous empire. Our Lord Jesus was not laying low in the
house of a harlot, though, while His enemies sought to cease Him; on the contrary,
you could say: He was praying, and in a public place. And unlike Samson, who went
into hostile territory to sin and do evil by seeking sexual relations with a woman to
whom he was not married, the Son of God did not come into a world of sinners to
sin, but rather to do good, to fulfil the Father's will, and His own eternal purpose,
the salvation on sinners. 

Our Lord Jesus bearing the heavy burden He bore did not seem to the world an
impressive performance of strength, either, but rather a sorry sight of shame. He
was Himself the one humiliated. And yet, for those who have eyes to see, the
burden He bore must be the most magnificent manifestation of the power of the
love of God, by which He has won the victory over the evil one, and now wins His
victory over His enemies, in our hearts and minds, and makes us to surrender to His
love. 

With His cross the Son of God, who is Himself God from eternity, bore the
fullness of death and devastation, having had Himself baptised into the sin of all
sinners,  all sin, all evil and ungodliness and impurity, and taken it upon Himself, to
bear it for us, and His own judgement against it, of eternal death and damnation
and destruction.
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So great was, and is, His goodness and His love for us sinners, who are by nature
His  enemies,  that  the  holy  One,  whose  goodness  cannot  but  hate  all  evil  and
ungodliness and impurity, had come, not only to associate with sinners and enemies
of God, but to make Himself one with us in our evil and ungodliness and impurity,
and make it His own, and make Himself one with it. As He has had His holy Apostle
Paul write it:  Him who knew of no sin God made to be sin for us, that in Him we
might become the righteousness of God. 

Having Himself suffered the judgement and damnation of His own holy hatred
against all evil and ungodliness and impurity, He has conquered the evil one utterly
and entirely,  and established His Kingdom of salvation and eternal  life;  He has
proven His goodness more powerful than even the evil of the evil one himself, His
love for sinners greater than the hatred of the evil one against Him, and against all
whom He loves. He has broken the power of the evil one by giving Himself over to
the power of the evil one, allowing the evil one to do his worst against Him, while
He, in His goodness, was doing even worse to Himself, judging and damning Himself
to pay the price and penalty for the sin of all sinners. And now the evil one has no
claim upon us nor any right to us. Our Lord Jesus has left the evil one devastated,
disarmed and defenceless, robbed of all might and right, the gates of his prison
broken and laid open wide, all his captives free to escape. 

In having Him bear His horrifyingly heavy burden God has, as He has also had His
holy Apostle Paul write it, delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed
us into the Kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of our sins.

All this is set before us,  as we hear about Samson breaking and bearing the
gates of the sinful city and setting them up high for the people of God to see. So
Samson is indeed and angel, a messenger of God, presenting to us, by his life and
work, the salvation of God. 

Samson might not have been a saint; most certainly he did not live as one, that is:
as a holy one, one who belongs to the Holy One, and belongs with Him. He did die as
one, though, which means that he now is one; but that is all for next Wednesday.
For now, suffice it to say that Samson died seeking mercy with Him who was to
come,  and  later  came,  and  still  comes,  to  save  sinners  such  as  Samson,  and
ourselves, and who will come in glory at the end of time to take us all to Himself in
His Kingdom.

Blessed is He that comes, in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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