
Advent Services 2022: Samson – Not the Same Son
III. Crushed Crushing Idols and Enemies 

Judges 16:1, 4-6, 16-26, 28-31
Samson was born for holiness, and not only for the ordinary holiness that befits
any servant of God. An angel had spoken to his mother, when she was without child
in her old age: Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon
his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin
to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.

Now, Nazirites were pious people who for a while would dedicate themselves to
abstinence from earthly joy to devote themselves to the things of God. During this
time they were not to cut their hair, nor were they to enjoy wine or strong drink or
anything that came from the vine. And of course, they were to observe the Law of
God, as any man or woman always was, and is. 

Well, we learn tonight that there was at least one point in which Samson had
shown some obedience to the ordinances of God, namely in this: that no razor has
ever come upon my head!

Otherwise,  his  life  had  not  exactly  been  one  of  godly  moderation  and
temperance.  He  had  killed  people  left  and  right;  he  had  feasted  freely  with
idolaters and enemies of God; he had had sexual relations with women to whom he
was  not  married.  We learn  tonight  that  these  bad  habits  of  his  would  be  his
downfall, as they have been to so many. All who take the sword will perish by the
sword, says our Lord Jesus. And the Psalm says it, that:  Blessed is the man who
walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in
the seat of scoffers. And the holy Apostle Paul writes that evil company corrupts
good habits; not that Samson had too many good habits to begin with, but still.

At any rate, Samson had associated freely with his foes, the Philistines, evil and
ungodly as they were, and had had sexual relations with one of their women, one to
whom he was not married; and that became his downfall.

We can, of course, wonder why Samson would lose his strength from having had
his hair cut off; except that it was not really that Samson had lost his strength, as
much, but rather, as we hear it tonight, the Lord had departed from him. All the
mighty works Samson had done he had done by the strength of the Lord, not his
own, all because God Himself had been working through him. Now, there is a lesson
to learn from this, or rather, perhaps, a lesson we should have learnt already, of
which we are reminded tonight.
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It holds true for all of us that any and all things good we do in life, we do them by
the strength of the Lord, in so far as they actually are good, that is: in so far as
they are pleasing to God, and in accordance with His good will. He Himself must
work it  in us that we do them; for it also holds true for us all,  what the holy
Apostle Paul writes of Himself, that nothing good dwells in me, that is: in my flesh,
as I am in myself, apart from God alive and at work in me. 

For  Samson this  held  true  in  a  more direct  sense than for most of us;  but
hearing of it reminds us that it nevertheless holds true for us all; whatever good
we ever do - God did it!

But why would the Lord depart from Samson because he now had short hair?
Well, not because having long hair in itself makes a person pleasing to God; it was
rather that the conditions for Samson's service to God had now been broken, and
so Samson could no longer serve God under those conditions. And so God departed
from him, not in an absolute sense, so that Samson was out of His sight, but in
terms of no longer working through him as He once had. 

One could also object that having his hair cut had not been Samson's own choice;
but then, again, on the other hand, by his sinful way of life, Samson had himself
contributed to creating the conditions in  which it  happened.  In this  there is a
lesson for us all to learn, also, namely that we cannot serve God outside of the
terms He has set for serving Him. When we set His Word and will aside in the way
we live and act and allow ourselves to actually think about things, and believe, we
cannot count on Him to continue to make us prosper and fulfil for us His promises
to the faithful. As the Psalm says it:  To the wicked God says:  “What right have
you to  recite  my statutes  or  take my covenant  on  your  lips?” Then  we cannot
expect God to bless us as a church in our misguided efforts to serve Him our own
way, or in our own ungodly lives, not even with regards to the faith and our eternal
fate and future. When we turn away from His ways to follow our own instead, then
we are, well, on our own. Of this, also, are we reminded tonight. 

Most importantly, though, what we hear about tonight, it all happened because
God had it happen, all for the purpose of pointing us to our Lord Jesus and His
salvation. After all, that is the purpose of all of Holy Scripture. As our Lord Jesus
has said it: The Scriptures testify to me. And as He has had His holy Apostle Paul
write it:  Whatever was written in former days was written for our learning, for
the purpose that through endurance and through the comfort of the Scriptures we
might have hope. 
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With what God had happen in his life, Samson stands before us as an illustration,
or  a  type, of  our  Lord  Jesus  and  His  salvation.  He  does  that  in  the  glaring
contrasts between the two, and also in some surprising similarities.

As Samson was born for holiness, and for holiness beyond that of the common
obedience to the Word and will of God which befits all the faithful, our Lord Jesus
was born of the Father from eternity, in the holiness of God, being Himself God
from eternity. And unlike Samson He actually lived in holiness all through His life in
this world. As He has had His holy Apostle Peter write it:  He committed no sin,
neither was deceit found in His mouth.

And  whereas  Samson  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies  weak  and  helpless
because God had departed from Him, Holy Scripture testifies that in Christ the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile all things to
Himself and make peace by the blood of His cross. Unlike Samson He was not given
over into the hands of His enemies helpless and weak, rather, willingly, by His own
choice, did He give Himself over into the hands of His enemies, to be taunted and
tormented, for love of those who taunted and tormented Him, and for all sinners,
who taunt and torment Him with our evil and ungodliness and impurity. All that He
suffered He chose to suffer Himself, each and every moment. For for this He had
come, for love of sinners, and for love of the Father, not to begin to save Israel, as
the angel had said it of Samson, but to bring to completion the eternal counsel of
God for the salvation of all sinners. 

In His death, Samson called out for revenge:  O God, that I may with one blow
take vengeance on the Philistines for my two eyes!  Of our Lord Jesus His holy
Apostle Peter writes that when He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him who
judges justly. He Himself bore our sins in the body on the tree.

These clear contrasts between the sufferings of Samson and those of our Lord
Jesus are set before us to aid us in understanding and appreciating the glory of
the goodness of God, what His love has done for our salvation. 

We should gain an appreciation of what our Lord Jesus has done for us, also,
though, from the similarities we see between Samson and Himself. 

In his death in the house of Dagon, the false god of the Philistines, Samson
destroyed not only his enemies, and all the enemies of God gathering there, but
also the house of idolatry itself, and brought, at least for a while, an end to the
evil worship taking place there. 

III



This he did by having the house of heathen worship fall upon himself, and being
himself crushed in the process. In His death, also, our Lord Jesus destroyed His
enemies and all  evil  by giving Himself  over to  them,  and taking their  evil  upon
Himself and having Himself crushed under it.

He won sinners for Himself by giving Himself over to suffer at the hands of
sinners. Doing so, He put an end to the greatest threat of all against His enemies,
His own wrath and hatred against the sin of sinners, by having Himself crucified
and condemned for it and with it. As He had had His Prophet Isaiah write of it
already  in  advance:  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  crushed  for  our
iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  and with His
stripes we are healed. And as He also says it in the Psalm: The reproaches of those
who reproach you have fallen upon me. 

And by His Word of His love He now conquers His enemies, so that we can be His
enemies no more, but must surrender to His love; by His Word of  how He took it
upon Himself to suffer His own judgement of eternal death and damnation against
the sin of all sinners. And so He puts and end to the power of all false gods in our
hearts  and minds,  and our  devotion  to  them,  and binds our hearts  to  His love
instead. In His Word of love, His love shines upon us, and shines into us, and draws
us to Him, and drags us out of a life of ungodliness and impurity into a life in His
love. As He has had His holy Apostle John write it: No one who has been born of
God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep
on sinning because he has been born of God. 

Samson is set before us tonight, as an illustration of our salvation, what the Son
of God has done for us, not only in contrast to Him, but also in similarity. And so we
are reminded by Samson's life and fate that even a truly sinful sinner can be a
servant of God, and of His salvation; in fact, even the enemies of God, such as the
Philistines, must be but instruments in His hands, when and where He wills, even
for His salvation. 

Set before us is also the salvation of sinful Samson himself. We hear it, that he
cried  out:  O  Lord  God,  remember  me! Now,  In  Holy  Scripture,  when  God
remembers His servant, it means that He saves. And the holy Apostle Paul writes
it, that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  And this is true
because He who shall come to judge sinners has Himself paid the price and penalty
for all sin, in full and in abundance, for Samson, and for us. 

Blessed is He that comes, in the name of the Lord. Amen.

IV


